NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

KADICALISM EXEMPLIFIED

i order to sfford our resders an illustiation of
the sirange politiesl morality, or, we rhould ruht%r
suy, immorality, which is countensnced by ¢ radi-
culisi,” we cite from the last number of the Bo;s-
ton Commanwealth the following observations in
defence of what it calls the extraordinary means
talien to procure the control of the House of Re-
prescutatives in the Congress which is 10 meet on
Mopday next :

“T'he Thirty-eighth Congress i# about to assemble. The

Sppnte will inve u large Avministration mrjority, and the
Hou-¢ one suficiently Inrge to eleet the caucus noming-
thoi tor spenker, elerk, sud other officee.  We sny this
wilbout baviog esrefully exsmined the tobles, for we &s-
suine (st the Adminstoution would not hase resorted to
ite comewlat extraordiuery weans of carrying elections io

the Horder States, unlessit had been sure that these means,
g1 ceonslully used, would give it s working majority.  We
Ao not find fault with the wachio ery used to carry Mary-
Inud aud Delaware.  Haviog vearly lost the eontrol of the
Haousge by ite blunders e the conduet of the war from
Mureh, 1861, to the full of 1562, the Administration owed
it tu the country to recover that control semebiow. Tu
reeover it regulirly was impossible ; so irregularity bhad to
be tesorted o, Popularietitutions will not suffer, for the
coppe rhend element will” bave s wuch larger number of
wetnl ers 1 both bravehes thao it is entitied to by its popu-
Iar vole,  Obio, with its nivety thousand Republican ws-
joriy, will be represented by five Republieans nud s dozen
of more coppertesds It is Gtting that ths misrepresen-
tution of populer sentiment in the great Stata of the West:
shoult be ofiset, if necessary, by u loysl delegaiion from
Muryiand and Delawars, won even at the expensge of mili-
tury iuterierence It lawes are silent amidst the clsuk of
nims, we must tnke esre that the sggregate publie opiniou
ol Lie count'y obtains recoguition, sumehow or other.”

In giving this specimen of political cffrontery
we would not have our readcrs suppose that we
impute to the Administration as a crime the charge
of which this Boston sheet makes itself the supple
apologist, on the assumption that the crime had
been aciualy committed. Whatever may have
becn the motives of Gen. Schenck in thking mili-
tary surveillance of the elections in Maryland and
Delawere, (rospecting which we have nothing more
to suy than we have already said,) we feel bound
in candor to acquit the Administration of any com-
plicity in the meditated purposes which are deemed

by ilie Commonwealth to sfford the only sufficient
explauation of the anomaslous proceedings it justi-
fiis, We know that Gen, Schenck took his initia-
tive in this matter without instructions from the
President, who interfered,in the premiscs only for
the purpose of countermanding that portion of the
orders which, whether ¢o designed or not, would
most obvicusly lend itself to a violent interference
with the right of suffrage. If the President had
meditated that rape of the elective franchise which
the Boston paper aseribes to the Admiuistration,
he wou!d not have modified the orders as originally
promulgated, for their greatest efficiency as a dis-
turbing element resided in that clause which the
President annulled the instant it was brought to
his attention. '

Nor, if the President had been an accessory be-
fore the fact to this outruge on the laws of & loyal
Stute, would Le Lave been co prompt to pledge his
word to eall to account all officers who might be
proved to bhave committed the excesses charged
against thew.  And it is within our knowledge
that~charges of the gravest character, supported by
affidivits, have been lodged with the Presideat
acainst cortainof the acents distributed throughout
Maryland for the purpuse of carryiog Genperal
Schenck’s orders inta effect. In the preoccupa-
tions incident to the impending opening of Con-
gress we presume the Ivocident has not found
time to give these papers a proper examioation,
but when he does so, we have the abiding eonviction
that be will do his duty in the promises, as far as
he can ropair what, in neoat of its dspects, is ua-
fortunately irreparable,

But what shall be said of the political reckless-
ness which does not seruple first to impute crime
to the Adwinistration and then to apologize for it
Assuming that it was “the Administration”” which
resorted to *f the somewhat extraordinary means of
earrying the electionn in the Border States,” this
worthy exporent of ¢ radicalism’ does not hesitate
to say that it “finds no fault with the machinery
used” 1o secure an Administration majority in the

Hovse of Representatives “ large enough to eleot
the cancus nominee for Spesker, Clerk, and other
officirs.” The Administration, it says, having,
by its own blanders in the eonduet of the war from
March, 1561, to the fall of 1862, nearly lost the
control of the House, * owed it to the country to
recover that eontrel somelie.”  Agd, as laws are
silent amid the clank of arms, it was most con-
venient to restore the political balance by
throwing the sword into the seale that was in
danger of kicking the beam It was fitting that
the loss of politieal power last autumn in the West
#ould be redressed, ““if necessary,” by a loyal
delegation from Maryland and Delaware, won this
year, ‘“even at the expense of military interfer-
ence.”” “We must take care that the aggregate
public opinion of the country finds recognition
somehow or other.”

We do pot quote these avowals for the purpose
of controvertivg them. We spare ourselves this
humilistion, and our readers the insult to their in-
tellizence which would be implied by supposing
there could be any necessity to argue sgainst
such monatrous assaults on public and political
We sct them hefore our readera as a

F.il:t.l]-]i' itllustration of radicalism, in its natural

morality

efflorescence and fruita,
KECRUITS FOR THE KEGULAR ARMY.
The time for eslsting recruite in the regular army
under Genernl Orders Noo 190, June 95, 1563, and No.
4 of October 16, 1563, han been extended to Jupe 25,
1504, by the War Departient, during which time the
ertra houny of three hnndred dollars will be pud.  Re
cruite herealter obtained for the regular srmy are to be
ervd ited to the distriet in which they are enlisted  The
oll owing s the order on this subjeet

Apavrant GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washing ton, November &7, 17053,

S Al men who, in future, enlist into the regular front
army, under the last enll of the President for troops, will ; ; -
be eredited upon the quota of the distriet n which they The Tﬂ‘ll.‘l.l‘l_!! concludes its summary as follows :
enlist. Notiwee of ench enlintment must be sent to the “Thus it seems that, had Gen Reseernns enrried out |
Buper ut of Volunteer Recruiting Serwion for the | Gen. Halleek's iusirietions, the loyal people would have
Srate, and tothe Provost Marshal of the Distriet io whieh | never had to mourn over n disaster to the Army of the

the en'igtment (s oade
You will inmedistely notdy each reeruiting officer
nnder your command of the shove, sud inatruet them to
forward to you, with the tri monthly reporte, 8 separate
report (ke per lorm on page three of this sheet) of the
reeruits thue enlisted
Yon will forward a consolidated report in that form to
thee office, w th your trismonthly report: ]yn.', will in vour
tricamtbly report, give the names of sll officers under
your commnnd at the depot, ne well ns those who are st
station. ' 1 nm, sir, very respecfully your obedient servsut,
E. D. ToOWKSEND, Ans't. Adjt Gen.

IHE CONSERVATIVE PLATFORM,
It is kuown o our readers that during the ses-
pious of the last Congress, its members, represent-
ing different politieal views with regard to the
spirit and manner i which the pendiog war should
be prosecuted, were in the habit of meetiog from
time to time for the purpose of taking counsel with
each other, and determining the line of conduet
they should pursue. These meetings were held
alike by the  Republicans’” and by the « Demo-
eratic” and ¢ Union” members of the House of
Representatives—the results of their deliberations
being severally announced st the time in a series
of resolutions which were published in our columns.
A friend who, as a member of the last Congress,
actively participated in the deliberations held by
the ¢ Conservative’”” members of that body on the
2%th of last June, has requested us to reproduce
for the information of our readers the resolutions
adopted on that occasion. We accordingly repring
to-day the entire series. It is known that the late
Mr. Crittenden was the chairman of that meeting,
and we may add that these resclutions were from
the pen of that eminent statesman, who, as the
author of the well known resolution, adopted wi'h
such unanimity by both Houses, defining the ob-

jeet of the war, was properly seleoted to indite the

declarations which purport to have been concived
and adopted in explanation and reaffirmation of
that resolation. <

In republishing these resolutions it can hardly
be necessary for us to inform our readers that we
concurred in their general purport at the time
they were first promulgated, and, greatly as we re-
gret that the mutations of publie opinion and the
drift of events have combined to divide the loyal
sentiment of the country which was once unitd
in its adhesion to the ¢ Crittenden Resolution,”
we can only repeat, in retrospect of the past and
in prospect of the future, that, according to our
impressions, all the real or seeming departures from
the spirit and letter of that resolution have re-
sulted in damage to the national canse. 'We know
there are others, for whose intelligence and candor
we have the highest respeot, who do not concur
with us in this view, and as we ask for our own
opinions the toleration due to the sincerity with
which they are held, so we cheerfully concede to
all that liberty which independent and honcst
thought may rightfully claim when cxercised upon
topics that forbid indiffcrence by their tremendoas
issues, and which perhaps exclude tie hope of
unanimity by the difficulty and complexity of the
subjects involved in this great discussion. No man
held his opinions with more tenacity than the ven-
erable statesman who was the author of these rero.
lutions, and yet none more constantly exemplified
in his words and conduct that conciliatory de-
meanor which is at once the offspring of charity
and the bond of patriotism. :

MILITARY CRITICISMS.

We find in a late aumber of the New York
Tribune an claborate review of the military opera-
tions which, in the Department of Tennessee, im-
mediately preceded and attended the repulse of
the army of Gen. Rosesrans in the battles of Chicka-
mauga. S
This review, which is very minute and appe-
rently authentic in its statements, has been evi-
dently prepared by one having aceess to official
aources of information, and, as it is avowedly pub-
lished in vindication of the removal of Gen. Rose-
crans from his command, it may be proper for us
to reproduce’ the salient points of the writer's
represcotaticns, because there are those—our 1ead-
ors know that we are not of the number—who have
supposed themselves Lo find grounds of grave com-
plaint against the Admioistration on acoouut of its
decision in regard to that officer.
Availing ourselyes partially of the condensation
of the reviewer's statements, as contsined in the
same number of the paper which gives tham cur-
rency, we may say that it appears from their pur-
port that cur military authorities in this city, after
having had their patience s:verely tried by the
antecedent ¢ delays” of Gen. Rosecrans, assumed
the resp nsibility of the issus of the campaign up
to the time of the fall of Chattanooga by ordering
Gen. Rosecrans peremptorily to eross the Tennes-
see Tiver.
It is also reprisented that upon the evasuation of
Chattanooga by the enemy, Gen. Rosecrans, with-
out satisfyiog himsell thoroughly as to the real in-
tents of his sdversary, by reconnoissances and
otherwise, proceeded to act on the sssumption that
Bragg was in full retreat, and upon that theory
divided his command ioto thrce columne, and or-
dered them to move over three separate routes,
twenty to thirty five miles apart from each other,
for the purpose of intercepting the suppyosed fight
of the enemy. This mistaken pursuit took the
different parts of the army beyond supporting dis-
tance of each other, over lines of march converg-
ing upon the position assumed by Iiragg, so that
they were exposed to the daoger of successive at-
tack and destruction by the whole ribel foree,
And it is added that this divicion of his forces,
besides being in itsclf indefensible on military
principles, was also in open violation of specific in-
structions from Gen Halleck in this city. And
when (ien. Rosecrans had discovered his mist ke
as to the movements of the enemy, and the neces-
sity of reseuning his army from the peril of destrue-
tion in detail, he made his dispositions so unskil-
fully, it is charged, that the army was drawn into
a general action while making & movement by the
left flank-—a disadvantage which brought it to the
v | verge of defeat at the very beginning of the con-
flict, and rendered it impossible for our troops to
win the battle of the 19th of last September—the
first of the eonflicts which resulted in the repulse
of Chickamauga

(3en. Rosecrans is also severely ecnonured by the
official reviewer for abandoning the field of battle
and retreating to Chattanooga while the sound of
battle clearly indicated that Gen Thomas was still
_msking a stubborn resistance to the enemy in hia

Comberiand We will not aay that a battle was nvoidable ;
but we hold that it could have been fonght oo our own
terme we to time and place instend of those of the enemy,
nnd that in that contingeney quite another resnlt would
have followed,

“Phe reverses on the Ohickamnogn, of eouree, controlled
the reesnt «perations of Gen Grant.  These have been
sueeceasful ; but it should not be forgotten that with them
a double expenditure of life snd liwb haw been ineurred,
nnd that the preparations for the efforts to reireve the
diseomfiture of September has usod up the season for the
contemplated fall esmpniga 1oto the interior of Georgia,

Col. 6. Loomis, U, 8. A. Bupt. Gen. Recruiting Service,
Fury Coluwbus, N. X, H,

s

and renders necessary tae postponemeat of further offen-
~ sive movements in that quarter uobil next spring.”

VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE.

TES !\'m;uil (loyal) Legislature wet at Aloxaudrna on
Mouday Just, in the chembers of the City Counwils.

The fuMlowing members were present and were duly
qualified by takiog the oath of office, vie : F. W. Lemosey,
of Norfolk and Princess Anune; Mr. Mercer, of Loudoun;
T. M. Brown, of Fairfax; Thos, H. Kellum, of Aecomace,
and Mr. Whitehu vet, of Norfolk city. Mr. L. C. P. Cow-
per, appointed to 41l the vacaney occasioned by the resig

nation of Lisutenant Governor Polsey, also appeared, and
having been sworn into office, took the chair ns presiding
officer in the body. Froderick A. Augustive, of Fairfax,
was chosen clerk; E. E, Mason, of Fairfax, sergeant st-
arme, and Wm. Hough, of Loudoun, doorkeeper. As soon
as the orgapization was cownpleted an adjeurnment took

place till Tuesday.

In the House of Delegates there were present Reuben

Johnson, of Alexandris county ; James W. Brownley and

R. E. Nash, of the county of Norfolk and eity of Ports-

mouth ; Dr.J. J. Henshuw and J. M. Dowoey, of Lou-

doun county ; John R. Bireh, of Northampton eounty, and

Enoch Haielip, of Prince William county. A temporary

organizstion was effected by calling R. Johnson to the

chair and appointing George Tucker clerk, after which an

sdjournment took place to Tuesday, when the message of
Gov. Pierpont was expected to be presented.

Many of the members elect were not in attendance.

They were expected to arrive on Tuesday.

NEWS FROM LATE RICHMOND PAPERS.

" @en, Lee, in & despateh dated at Orange Court-House
on the 2d instant, informs the Confederates authorities of
the retrent of Gen. Mende during the preeeding night. He
says that pursuit was made on the morving of the 2d
ivstant, but that the Federal army had recroseed the
Rupid Ann, and only s few prisoners were made.
OrANGE Count-Housg, DECEMBER 6, 1883,
The enemy bave recroesad the Rapid-Ann to Culpeper
by the fords 88 they came wilhout a fight. One huudred
prisoners go fo Richmond to day. Notbing was left by the
enemy in his retreat. The whole army was on this side of
the rivr-;. Five hundred prisoners were captured during
this raid.
ORANGE CourT-Housg, DECEMBER 4, 1863,

Two hundred aod fifty wore prisuners were received
last night, picked up by our cavalry in pursuit of the ene-
my. They represent five corps of infantry and three divi-
sions of eavalry. Our scouts report that the enemy's in-
fantry have fallen back to Fauquier, behind the R:IPpa-
hannock, leaving only their cavalry in Culpeper. They
burnt and destroyed every thing in the country occupied
by them on this side of {he river, reducing the inhabitants

to beggary.

A despateh from Jackson (Miss ) states that the Fede-
ral eavalry crossed the Big Black river on the 3d instant,
in force, and were ranging towards Canton. :

The Senate of Georgia bas postponed indefinitely, by a
large majority, the bill restrieting the planting of evttun to
one nere for each estate. The Legiature is to adjourn
on the 12th instant.

GEN. BRAGG RELIEVED FROM COMMAND,

A despatch from Dalton, dated the 24 instaot, states
that Gen. Bragg bad been relieved from bis comwand at
his owo request. On the preceding wight he wae sere-
naded by the band of the Fourth Florida brigade, sud be-
ing called out, said that he accepted, with gratitude and
benrtfelt thanks, the cowpliment tendered him. The as-
socintion long existing between them, I said, wonld cease
the next day. He took a long and sad farewell of his
troops, with the assurance that the memory of sesocistion
with them would ever hold fresh iu his wind. Generals
Bate, Breckioridge, and Hardee were alto serenaded, aud
made appropriate apeeches. This news refutes the report
that Gen. Breckinridge had been killed at Ringgold.

THE INTESDED PUNISHMENT OF BURNSIDE.

The Richmond Engnirer of the Gth instant, in anticipa-
tion of the capture of Gen. Burnside by Gen. Longstreet,
commends the following paragraph of the Petersburg Ex-
press s making a ** practieal suggestion” as to the proper
disposition to be made of so distinguished a prisoner :
“®hould a kind, just Providenee so will it tha! Barnside
should fall into «ur hands, we trust that a ecell in some
prison, with a shaved head, coarse fare, prison garb, &e.,
will be instantly awarded him, sa it was by his order that
Gen Morgan was subjected to the outrages wuich he has
endurod. In this instance we are for the lex talionis in
ita strictest seusa. Au eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth s imperatively depisadsd, snd it is the cnly mode
by which we can compel the Yankees to conduct the war
in necordance with the nsages of civilized natigns "

THE SIEGE OF KNOXVILLE RAISER.

D -spatches from Dalton and Atlants, dated the 4th in-
stant, announee that Longstreet has raised the siege of
Knoxville and is marching towards Abingdon, (Va.) Gen
Bushrod Jubuson had succeeded in effecting » junction
with Longstreet szithout the loss of bis supply train as
previously reported. Gen. Vaugh, with his command, and
one of Cheatham's regiments, was at Charleston, (Tenn.)
trying to make his way to North Carolioa,

REBEL LOSS IN ARTILLERY.

A despateh, daved ab Dalton on the 3d instant, saya:

o v Our loss in nrtillery in the ists bettls was thirty eight
pieces, lost from the following batteries: Ferguson's, 4
rung: Howell's, 2; MeCuaot's, 2; Dent's, H; Beott's, 35
g’ﬂlrs" 3: Faler's, 3; Garity's, 1; Oliver’s, 1; Ander-
son's, 1; Sloenmb’s, 6; Cobb’s, 4; Harria', 2: Massen-
burg's, 4. Two siege guns wers burnt at Chickamauga
station.  The number does not equal that taken by us
from the enemy at the battle of Chicksmauga.”

THE UNION PRISONERS AT RICHMOND.

The Richmond Dispsteh siates the nymber of Union
prisoners confieed inthe prisonsin and around Richmond, as
shown by the official report of the 1th ultimo.  Ite figures
are oa follows : Prisonera of war, 12,747 citigen prison-
era, 3; Yaokee deserters, 3: negroes, 22; total, 127756
Among these are nine hundred snd fifty-three commissioned
officers of different grades, from brigadier genersl down
to third lieutenant.

RICHMOSD MARRETS, Do, J, 1863,
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ENLISTED MINORS.

Judgs Advoeate HovLT has decided that the President's
Intr proclamation suspending the writ of hubess oorpus
undoubtedly includes in its provisions the case of s minor
oulisted without his parents’ coment, in whose behalf,
therefore, such writ eannot be issued ; that minors be
tween the agea of eighteen and twenty-one years eannot
be discharged st all; that mioors under eightoen csnnot
be dischurged if in their onth of enlistment it is set forth
thut they are fully of that sge, and that in enss & minor
actunlly under eighteen, whose nge ia eorrectly statad in
bis onih, or who has been enlisted or mustered without
taking a formal osth, n dischargs can be obiained only
upon & full statement of all the facta in proper form, ad.
dresaed to Lhe discretion of the Bearstary of War,

BECRETARY CHASE'S RESOURCES,

The Washington correspondent of the New York Times
siya that Mr. Becrotary Chase, nt the Inat seasion, taok
| good oare to proside sgainat.any contingeney which might
| arinn from Congress being opposed Lo the Administeation
and the prosecation of the war. Without any further
finnncial lagislation by this Congress, the Secratary had
withio his grasp on the lst of Decomber ‘$1,100,000,000,
wn follows ¢
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THIRTY-EIGHTH €O
FIRST SESSION,

Menpay, Decensir 7, 1868,

IN BENATE.

This day being the day fized by the Constitu-
tion of the United Btates for the meeting of Con-
gress, the Capitol was crowded by throngs of spec-
tators at an early hour, The galleries and lobbies
of the two Houses were filled to overflowing.

In the SENATE the oredentials of Messrs. Van
Winkle and Willey, elected as members from the
State of West Virginia, were presented by Mr.
Collamer. The credentials of Mr. Conness, elected
Senator from the State of California, were present-
ed, and he appeared, was qualified, and took his
peat. The credentials of Mr. Henderson, re-eleoted
a Senator from the State of Missouri, were pre-
sented, and he appeared and was qualified.

Mr. DAvis reised a question as to the propriety
of administering the oath to the Senators elect
from West Virginia. He doubted whether they
were legally and constitutionally Senators. ‘Lhere
was po such State as that of West Virginia, and
consequently there could be no Senators from such
» State. The question was, simply, whether the
Senate should recognise the State of West Virgi-
nia as a State of the United States. There was
but one State of Virginia, legally and constitution-
ally. He did not believe the Old Dominion eould,
polypus-like, be divided into several living frag-
ments. New States could be admitted in confor-
mity with the Constitution, but in this case the
proceeding was, in his opinion, in direot violation

of the Constitution. He moved to lay the matter
on the table.

After some conversation as to the proper and

usual mode of reaching the objeot, which was a de-
oision of the Senate upon the admission of the Se-
nators, in which the President and Messrs. Davis,
Collamer, Foote, Hale, Fessenden, and others took
part, the motion of Mr. Davis was varied so as to
present the question directly upon the right of the
Senators elect to be qualified.

On the proposition in this form Mr. Davis called
for the yeas and nays, and there appeared, on a
call of the roll, yeas 36, nays 5, to wit: Messrs,
Bucksalew, Davis, Tenderson, MecDougall, and
Powell.

The Senators elect from the State of West Vir-
ginia were then qualified and took their seats.

Mr. Sherinan submitted a resolution that the
Committee on the Judiciary inquire and report
whether Robert Wilson, of Missouri, is still a mem-
ber of this body. '

Mr. Jane, of Indiana, gave notice of bills to re-

peal the three-hundred dollar clause in the enrol-
Iment act, and to increase the pay of officers and

non-commissioned officers of the army fifty per cent,
A committee was appointed, as usual, to wait on
the President, in conjuuction with any committee
of the House, and inform him that the two Houses
are organized and ready to proeeed to business.

The Scnate then adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
At 12 o'clock the Hon. EmMersoN ETHERIDGE, {he
Clerk of the House, called the Represeutatives to order,
and said that he would proceed to eall the roll of members,

and of those only whose credentials t they
were regularly elected in mecordance of
their Btates, respectively, or the laws ted

Btutes,

The Clerk then resd the nsmes of nearly all the
Btates, and said that otber gentlemen had filed eredentiale
which bad vot been placed on the roll beeause they did
oot show what, in the opinion of the Clerk, was designed
by the aet of Congress of March Iast.

The nct here alluded to was approved on the 3d of
Marech last, and provides as follows :

*That befors the firast meeting of the next Congress,
aod of every subsequant Congress, the Clerk of the next
preceding House of Repreacntatives shall make a roll of
the Representatives elect, and place theieon the names of
all persons, and of much persoos only, whose eredentinle
show that they were regularly elected in accordance with
the lawas of their States, respectively, or the laws of the
United States "

The names omitted from the roll wers those of mem-
bers from Maryland, Virginis, West Virginia, Oregon,
Missouri, and Kansas,
After a conversation on the suljeet, the Clark read the
eredentials, which he regarded as in improper form, of the
members from Maryland.
Mr. DAWES moved that the names of the Maryland
members be entered upon the roll, and demanded the pre
vious l‘.|l.l<'lliull,
Mr. J. C. ALLEN moved to lay that motion on the ta-
ble; and the question being taken, it wes decided in the
negative—yens 74, nays 4.
The résolution offered by Mr. Dawes was then adopt-
ed, and the names of the Maryland delegation ordered to
be placed upon the roll, ]
Mr. DAVIS, of Margland, offered a resolution to admit
the pames of the Missouri members to the roll, and this
wan also adopted.
A similar course was pursned in relation to the Repre-
santatives from Oregon, Kaneae, and Weat Virginia, all of
whose names wers thus ordered to be entered on the roll
Mr. STEVENS off-red a resolulion to strike from the
roll the usmes of the gentlemen who wers entered ns Re-
presentatives from Louisiana, Their credentia’s were
signed by J. L. Riddell, Governor of Louisiana.
Mr. STEvexg afterwards withdrew this motion, pre-
mising to renew it when the members should present
themselves to be sworn,

A resolution was then offered to admit the members
from Virginia, which was agreed to.

FLECTION OF SPEAKER.
On motion of Mr. WASHBURNE the Houss Lhen pro-
eeaded to the eiootion of a Bpeaker, wira poce.
Mr. WASHRURNE nominated Mr. CoLrax.
Mr. PENDLETON pominated Mr. Cox.
Mr. ANCONA nominated Mr. Dawson,
Mr. GRIDER nominated Mr. MaLLORY.
Mr. STEELE, of New York, nominated Mr. SrEsBins.
Mesars. Kixo and F. P, BLair were also nominated.
The House procoeded to vote, with the following re-
sult—Meners. Pendiston, Dawes, Wadsworth, and Fome-
roy ncting sn tellers:

For Mr. Colfax : Mesara. Alley, Allison, Ames, Ander-
son, Arnold, Ashley, Baker, Baxier, Beaman, Blaine,
Blair of West Yirginn, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Brande-
ger, Broomall, Brown of West Virginis, Ambrose W,
Ulark, Freeman, Clarks, Clay, Cobb, Cols, Creawell,
Davie of Maryland, Davia of New York Dowes, Deming,
Dennison, Dixon, Donelly, Drigge, Dumont, Eckloy, Bliot,
Farosworth, Feoton, Frank, Garfield, Goooh, Grinnell,
Hale, Higby, Hooper, Hotehkiss, Hubbard of lowa, Hub-
bard of New York, Hubbard of Counectieut, Jenckes,
Julian, Knawson, Kelloy, Kellogg of Miebhigan, Kellogg of
New York, Kernan, Littlejohn, Lean, Longyear, Lovejoy,
 MeAllistar, MeBride, MeClurg, Melndos, Miller of New
York, Moorhead, Morrill, Morris of New York, Amos
Myers of Pennaylvania, Leonard Myers of Pennsylvania,
Nurton, O'Neil ol Pennayivania, Orth, Pattarson, Parham
Pike, Pomeroy, Price, Rice of Massachusets, Rice ni’
Muine, Rolhne of New Huampshire, Sohenck, Seofisld,
Bhannon, Bloan, Swmith, Smithers, Bpaulding, Starr,
Stevens, Thayer, Tracy, Upson, Van Valkenburg, Wash-
vurna of Iilinois, Washburne of uw.%m.
:Fil;-hy. Willinme, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, and Wood.
ridye.
For Mr. Cox : Mesars. Jumes C. Allen, William J. Al
len, Augustus C. Baldwin, Blies, Brown, Cravens, Daw «n,

Eden, Edgerton, Kldridge, Englsb, Finck, Harriogtun,

Herrick, Ho'mao, Hutehios, Williaw
Wbl -isch, Koapp, Law, Le Blood, Long,
, MeKenney, Middleton, James K. Mor-

? , Nuble, Jobo O Neale, Peudleton, Peiry,
Robinson, Rogers, Hues, Willimn G. Bteels, HBweat,
\‘:‘;:}il hees, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, nsod Joseph W.

te. §

For Mr. Dawson: Messrs. Aneous, Baily, Coffroth,
Cox, Denoison, Philip Jobosoo, Lagear, MoAllister, Wil-
linm M. Miller, Bamuel J. Raodall, Btiles, and Strouss.

For Mr. Mullory: Messrs Brooks, Grider, Harding,
Benjamin G. Hariis, King, James 8. Rollios, Btuarr,
Wadsworth, Ward, and Yeaman.

For Mr King : Messrs. Chanler, Hall, Mallory, Radford,
Be itt, snd Fernando Wood.

For Mr. Stebbins: Messrs. Ganson, Griswold, Kernan,
Nelson, Odell, Pruyn, John B. hteels, and Winfield.

For Mr. Bluir, of Missouri: Meusrs. Cottman and Field.

For Mr. Stiles: Mr. B. Wood.

Mr. Colfax............101 | Mr. Btebbios,.......... 8
Mr.Cox..ccvanvuan eee 42 | Mr. Kibg veaveesvaeeae 6
Mr. Dawson.-.oce..... 12 | Mr, F. P. Blair,ccc..... 2
Mr. Mallory...-ee co... 10 | Mr. Stiles .ccvvveocennn 1
Nuwber of votes cast...oeeoceees canaan 18l
Necessary to & ehoio8.cvee cveeceeeonns 93
The tellers baving proelaimed the result of the vote,
the Clerk announced that, in aceordance with the laws of
Congress, the Hon. BCHUYLER COLFAX was duly elected
Bpesker of the House of Representatives of the Thirty-
eighth Congress,
Mr, CoLFax was then conducted to the chair by Messrs.
DAwsoN, of Penosylvania, and Cox, of Ohio, and before
takjog bis seat be addressed the House as follows

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives :

To-day will be marked in American history as the open-
ing of & Congress destined to face and settle the most
importaat questions of the century, and during whose
ex'stence the rebellion, which has passed its culmination,
will, beyond sll quesiion, tbunks to our arwy and navy,
and Admivistration, die o deserved death. Net only will
your constituents watch with the strictest scrutiny your
deliberations here, but the friends of liberty, to the most
distant lands, will be interested spectators of your acts in
this greater than Roman forum. I invoke you to approsch
these grave questions with the calm thoughtfulness of
statesmen, freeing your discursions from that acerbity
which delays instead of advaneing legislation, and with
unshaken reliance on that Divine Power, which gave
victory to those who formed this Uvion, and can give even
Eruh-r victory to those wkho are seeking to save it from

estruction by the hand of the parricide and traitor. I in-
vike you also to remember that sacred truth, which all
history verifies, that * they who rule not in righleonsness
shall perish from the earth.” Thauvking you wiih a grate-
ful beart for this distinguished mark of your evnfidence
nd regard, and appealing to you all for that support and
forbearance by the nid of which alone' I ean hope to sue-
ceed, I am pow ready to take Lhp oath of office and enter
upon the duties you have assigned me

Mr. E. B. WASHBURNE, being the senior member of
the House, advanced to the ares in front of the Bpeaker's
chair and administered the pew oath of office to the
Bpeaker, who then proceeded to administer the same
oath to the members of the House.

Mr. STEVENS, during the ewearing in of the members,
ohjected to the reception of the gentlemen from Louisiana.
Mr. BROOKS thought the usual course should be pur-
sued—the members sworn in, and the case referred to the
Cowmittee on Electious. Fle asked to procsed with the
organization, ns the election of Speaker bad showed that
thers would be no difficulty in electing the friends of the
gentleman from Pennsylvania to the other offices.

Mr. STEVENS said it was not an axtraordioary course;
that there was no pretence of an election; and that the
person signing their eredentials no oue had ever heard of
as Governor.

The Hounse refused tosllow the oath to beadministered,
and the cnee was referred for examination.

After further discussion upon several contested pointa
connected with the swearing in of delegations—

The House adjourned.

Tueepay, DecemBer 8, 1863,

In the SENATE, during the morning hour, Mr.
CrLARK, by consent, introduced a bill to grant a
peosion to John L. Burns, of Gettysburg. Mr,
Burns is an octogenarian, but, notwithstanding his
age, he shouldered a musket and fought against
the cnemy in the battles of Gettysburg.

Mr. WicLsoN, of Massachusetts, submitted a re-
golution uf inquiry by the Committee on Military
Affairs as to the legislation necessary to facilitate
the payment of arrears of pay and pensions due to
deceased soldiers.

Mr. Davis submitted a resolution declaring
that the refusal of the rebel aunthorities to exchange
negro goldiers and their white officers should not
prevent the exchange of our other scidiers and of-
ficers in rebel prisons on just terms, such as will
prevent suffering to our brave officers and men.
Laid over.

Mr. SuerMAN eslled up his resolution for an
inquiry by the Committee on the Judiciary whe-
ther Robert Wilson is entitled to a seat in this
body as Senator from Missouri. After some con-
versation, in which it appeared to be the opinion
of those who spoke that the case required no re-
ference,and that it had been settled by precedent—
Mr, PowELL remarked that the whole question
depended upon one fact, whether the Legislature
of Missouri really adjourned sine die, or only took
a recess before coming together lately and clecting
another Senator. [f the Legislaturc adjourned
without electing, the appointment of the Governor
held good until the Legislature was properly as-
sembled and made an election. He would like to
have an inguiry into all the facts.

Mr. FessENDEN eaid that Mr. Brown was cleot-
ed in November last, before Congress met, to fill
this very seat, and yet Mr. Wilson chose to travel
hither to cluim a seat, knowing that Mr. Brown
would soon fol'ow and be here also. It would be
considered that he had come for the purpose of
olaiming mileage and pay. He supposed Mr. Wil-
#son to be simply under a mistake,

After some farther remerks, the question was
put whether Mr. Wilson was entitled to a scat,
and decided in the negative without a division.
At half-pas! one, afier an hour's recess, the com-
mittee appointed on the psrt of the Senate to wait
apon the President aud inform him that the two
Houses were ready to proceed to business, report-
ed that the President, in reply, said he would make
a communication to the two Houses in writing at
half-past twelve o’clock to-morrow.

The Henate then adjourned.

The Housk was chiefly engaged in the election
of officers. Mr. Enwarn McPuenson, of Penn-
sylvania, was chosen Clerk, haviog reccived 101
votes, 86 being necossary to a choice. Mr. N.
G. OrowAY, of New Hampshire, was elected Ser-
geant-at-Arms ; Mr. Ira GooveNow, Doorkeeper;
and Mr. W. 8. Kino, Postmaster.

Mr. Wasusurng, of 1llinois, offered a rorolu-
tion, whioh was unanimously passed, tendering the
thanks of Congress to Major Gen. Grant and all
officers and soldiers who have fonght under him
during the rebellion, and providing that the Pre-
sident cause a medal to be struck and presented to
(len (irant in the name of the people of the Uni-
ted Btates.

Mr, Cox asked but failed to obtain leave to in-
troduce a resolution requesting the President to
take immediate steps for the exchange of prisoners.
Mr. Lovesoy gave motiee of a bill to punish
slaveholders throughout the United States and
Torritories.

Mr. Momnrity gave notioe of a bill to inform
Groat Britain of the desire of this Government fo
termninate the Rociprocity Treaty.

their hats and buregh for the Umon.

. Wapnesoay, Decempes 9, 1868,

I the BeNate resolutivns from the Legislature
of Conuneoticut were presenicd by Mr. Fosrer,
asking a modifieation of the carollment aet. Mr.
Lang, of Kansas, gave notice of bills for the ad-
justment of the acoounts of the Fifth and Sixth
Kansas regiments, and for auditing the olsims and
indemopifying citizens of Lawrence, Kansas, for
destruction of property by Quantrill’s raid. Mr.
PowgLL gave notice of a bill to prevent officers
and soldiers of the army from interfering in elec-
tions in States. Mr. HaLe introduced a bill togrant
& pension to the widow of the late Major General
Whipple. At half-past twelve o’clock = message
was reccived from the President of the United:
States, by the hands of his private seoretary,
together with a proclamation, both of which were
read by the Secretary of the Senate, and or-
dered to be printed, with other aceompanying docu-
ments. The Senate then proceded to the election
of a Chaplain for that body, and upon the second
ballot the Rov. Mr. Sunderland was chosen. A
messugze was received from the House announcing
the passaze of a joint resolution of thanks to Gen.
Grant, and for bestowing medals upon him and his
officers. Some discussion ensued as to immediate
action thereon, but it being alleged that such hasty
action would afford a bad precedent, the resolution
was ordered to lie on the table. !

The House was chicfly occupied during the

‘sitting with the reading of the President’s message

sud proclamation. They were ordered to be printed,
aud a motion to print fifty thousand extra copies
was referred to the appropriate committee. A
resolution offered by Mr. Cox was adopted, looking
to the exchange of prisoners, with an amendment
sustaining the Administration in its effurts to ao-
complish this purpose.

e
THE UNION SPIRIT IN ARKANSAS,

There is cumulstive evidence of the existence in Ar.
kansas of a strong feeling of attachment for the old Unien.
Ou this point the letters of newspaper correspondents all
agroe. The Memphis Bulletin spenks of it as follows :

* The alaerity and earnesturss with whieh the

Arknnsas are moving fur the restoration of theirpﬁ.:nplrg
1ts suspended powers is no lers surprieing than gratifying.
Thuat the feeling in real we have no room left for do

We have conversed with persous from that SBtate of vari-
ous conditions of life, from the woudehopper to the planter
the soldier amd the civilinu, Unionists and Secessionists.
nntives of the State and visiters to it from North lnd'
Bouth, and we find nll ngree that the people of Arknusss
are for the Univn,” ! i

A correspondent of the Cinciunati Gazette, writing from
D-s Are, Arkansas, snys '* throughout the entire State
there is & sound loynl sentiment.” Ho further says:

“ When the war broke out there was a strong party i
favor of staying in the Union, but they were o:t of .ml.:
in the vortex of eeceseion. When the war began to be
vppressive many men fl.d to the mountsing fur security
!rmu_ the eonseription, or eame to our lives and joined our
servien. The feeling that impelled them to this was at
first more & natursl feeling than a decided love for the
Union. The people of Arknueas wished to stay wheye
they were. They were well enough satisfied with the
staie of uffuirs und did not devire to ehange. They, there-
fore, opposed secession, because it was an ion vation.
Men were progressive, and this neutral sentiment soon de-
veloped into n wholesals loyalty.  'When the State seceded
the Cunvention that earried it out wlso made a new Con:
stitution, throwing the old one overboard. This new ona
was specislly Jegigned for the Confedorate ryle, apd was
at varisnoe with that of the United Ststes. Before Ar-
kanssn can return to the fold from whieh she has wandered
it will be necssenry for another Constitution to be fol'ne‘
that shall be in hurmony with that on which the General
Government 18 based, An election will be held as soon as
it is mafe to do vo without fear of interruption by guer-
ri las or overawing of sny kind. Thie will r-ot be for some
time yot, ax tha interior is not settled down into a condi-
tion of quiet.”

We perceive, however, that the people at Little Rock,
the eapital of the Stata, continue sctive in their efforts to
eflect & restoration of the ‘egal Government at the earliest
possib'e moment. Union meetings are frequently beld at
that place, whose proceedings encourage the belief M
the loyal sentiment in the State is rapidly increasing. The
grentest obstacls to n more general demonstration in
¢ounties at a distanca from Littls Rock, and not under
the protection of the Union fore.s, appears to be the
apprehension of eecession vengeance. To this effect we
muke the fullowing extract from an able speech recently
delivered st one of these meatings by Col C. C. ANDREWS,
of the Third Minnesota Regiment, who is now in com-
muud at Little Rock :

“The Federal forevs have oneupied Little Rock sixty-
five dnys, This is the third lTnioE.'z meating the oaﬁl::r{.
have held, snd, considering all circumstances, their at-
tendance here to-duy i fair. I am glad to know that the
citizens who have been active in thess meetings are some
of the most worthy and iufluentinl men of Arkaosas. And
yet it appears there are many men in your ci'y who wish
to be eonsidered as loyal citizens—and many of whom
beliave to be sincere Union men—who avoid your meet-
ing, desiring to refrain from any overt Unionncts They

vt fo the injuries sustained berstofore by Union men
in other portions of the State at the hands of the Con-
federates, for demonstrstions made while those locslities
weie temporarily oceupied by Federal troops, and sa
they do not wish to run any such riskse. While I :pplns
nud admirs you who come hers and publicly avow your
loyalty, I have ne repronches for thoss who stay away.
Unarmed citizg-vu eannot be blumed if they have not yot
got wver their dread of Confedernto snd guerrilla ven-
geance. “We cannot expect every man to ba a hero, or to
inenr visks of martyrdom. T am glad aven to feel that a
wejority of the people are passively friendly to us, and I
will not complnin if they wait until every vestige of any
organizad rebel fures in the Sinte is annibilated and every
guernills thoroughly eleaned ont before they throw up
T When thess thi
are aceomplished I have no doubt they will throw up r
bnte enongh higher and shout rmnugz louder to make up
for their pust silence. 1 do not wish to exaite false hopes,
but I believe the Federal flag will heseeforward continne
to float here at Little Kock, the eapital of Arkansas, as
lorg and na constautly ns it shall flost on Bunker Hill.
Sowe of the people here are disjosed to eonsole them-
selven and olhers to slarm themselves with the idea that
Price’'s army will come back here. Why, my friends, we
have indeed heard that a [arge number of bis men want to
come back to Little Rock. They want to come and
down their arma and take the vath of aliegiance. Quite
number of his men have niready been here for that pur.
poss sines Gen, Steels took po-session.

* We learn on good suthority, and see by aoty, that it in
true that n majority of the prople of your Siate are loyal,
It was pleasant thé other duy L oed s full moyoted
pany of Allhmi:nn, nnm]':_al ing ninety-four, as they
the Capitol on their way from Perry eounty t1 be .
od into the United Sintes nervies, y"l'lm'y zon dﬁmt’i:
theie homespun and earried the flag of the Union at the
hend of their eoluma.  Reeruite are coming in fast.
Three white regiments nre now being organized and are
moeting with success. The third regiment has now six
evinpanies complate " '

Col. Andrews is favorably known to many of our eiti-
wens o8 baviog held an important position in the office of
tho Solicitor of the Treasury during the administration of
Mr. Pieree.  Tae remminder of his spesch from which we
make the foregoing extract is eloquent in ite dennnoiation
of the rebellion snd in urging the prosecution of the war
uatil it shall have been completely subdued.

Our nocounts from Little Roek cepecinlly continue to
report accessions to the Union strength in that vicinity.
People from the country were coostantly coming in and
toking the oath of allegiance, suad many enrolled them-
solves into eompanics for home defence. Reeruiting for
the United States service was slso quite aetive,

Col, Johnson, of the First Arkansas Cavalry, was elect-
ed on the 234 ultimo to represent the western district of
the Btate in Congreas. :

The statement that Gen, Forey, or the French Minister,
wan furnished by the State Department with Gen. Seott's
military maps of Mexico, or other information, prepara-
tory to the French invasion of that country, is erronecus,
Neither Gonoral Forey nor the Frenoh Min'ater, nor any
obher person, was ever furnished, or, as far as 1n koowp,
ever nsked for any such information,

The House then adjourned.
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